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“And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.” ~1 
Corinthians 13:13 
 
“You will know we are Christians by our love.” ~hymn source needed 
 
From These Times: Parables in the 21st Century 
By Nancy Nason Guss 
 
An End of Times Allegory (based on Jesus’s Parable from Matthew 25) 
 
Introduction 
 
Matthew 25:31-46 
"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the 
throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people 
one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep 
at his right hand and the goats at the left.  
 
Then the king will say to those at his right hand, 'Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave 
me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, 
I was in prison and you visited me.' Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when was 
it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 
And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you 
clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?' And the king 
will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 
members of my family, you did it to me.'  
 
Then he will say to those at his left hand, 'You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal 
fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, 
naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.' Then 
they also will answer, 'Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger 
or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?' Then he will answer them, 
'Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to 
me.' And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life." 
 
Note: the great divide is created by the way people treat all people.  So when we are 
gathered by our shepherd, where will he put us?  The only answer is to love God and love 
neighbor - all neighbors.  When we show love for neighbors in need, we show love for God.  
God has created all beings - they are all His.  He has shown us great and tender mercy; we 
are to go and do the same.  The Kingdom of God is at hand.  Let's proclaim the good news 
and work to create a "kingdom" of love and peace.  It's not about stuff; we can't take that 
with us, but we can share our abundance.   
 
  



What Now? #2 
 

 2 

Free will.   
 
God gave us free will to make choices on the type of person we are going to be.  All of us would 
like to believe we are the sheep, but perhaps we are unknowingly aligned with the goats or wolves 
in sheep’s clothing. It is easy to separate a sheep from a wolf, but how about when many goats 
and wolves in sheep’s clothing are mixed within the flock? How does Jesus differentiate His sheep 
from the goats?  Initially, Jesus will let us do this ourselves by the choices we make. 
 
The End 
 
At the end of time, God asks his son, who is sitting at his right, “Son, how do you propose that we 
draw the line? Who will be saved?”  
 
The Son thought about it and replied, “We have given the people all the guidance we can and 
kept it as simple as we can. I have made it clear that in our pasture, we follow two commandments: 
Love You, our God, with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength, and love our neighbor as 
ourselves. The difficult part is your people have become so complicated that everyone falls short, 
but many rise in spite of it. Many believe they are saved no matter what because that is what they 
are taught, and they hurt everyone in their path. We have given them free will, so I propose that 
we set a line so clear that they must choose one way or the other. Normally, I want all people to 
work things out, but in this case, I need them to divide themselves.” 
 
God said, “Interesting. We have given them free will and all the guidelines they need. Tell me 
more, my son.” 
 
“At first, this line will make them leap to conclusions that are false. They will have leaders on both 
sides who are both significantly flawed, yet one side stands for the least; the other stands for the 
powerful. The line is drawn for people to choose love, peace, cooperation, and mercy, or they 
choose anger, retaliation, violence, accountability, and hate.  We will set it up in such a way that 
both sides believe they are right, and the more their true heart believes one way or the other, the 
stronger they become within the side they choose.  Some will choose right over might; others 
choose might over right.” 
 
God thought for a moment. “But since both sides are flawed, what can they do to find the right?” 
 
“I am basing it on the message. The whole world can be saved if the majority choose the side of 
love, mercy, gentleness, and grace, and hold their leaders accountable for this. If they choose 
this way, eventually they will triumph over the side of anger, violence, judgment, and power. There 
will be conflict, but when people see what is good, I am hoping they change sides.” 
 
God asked, “but what if they don’t and won’t? What if they hold so tightly to their ways and the 
side of selfishness triumphs? I’m not willing to lose.” 
 
The world will be destroyed if the unmerciful side triumphs; however, the souls of the righteous 
side will be saved.  It will be clear who are the sheep and who are the and goats.” 
 
God summarized, “So, in essence, the people choose for themselves. Son, I would to save as 
many as possible. There are some sweet souls out there.” 
“I’m working on that, Father. I will add people to keep proclaiming the way of truth in the hopes 
they may get those who can be saved to repent and cross over the line to the other side. However, 
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these people must be strong because they will be beaten down, insulted, and if the other side 
triumphs, they will be the first to be destroyed. They will be sacrificing all they have worked for, 
all that they know, and all their friendships to bring truth.  
 
God said, “Whom will you send?” 
 
“I will send strong children with messages. Each of these will have experiences that qualify them 
for their platforms. For some reason, most are respectful of children, whereas when adults take 
on that message, they can be attacked more fiercely.” 
 
“God said, “There are many with hardened hearts who won’t be as kind, but I see that is one of 
your ways of letting them divide themselves.” 
 
“Yes, and I will also provide events where people have to take a stand for true justice over 
oppressive authoritarians. In some cases, they will have to choose between worshipping idols 
and actions against such idols that are designed to bring attention to oppression. Those who 
support the victims vs. those who support the idols. People’s responses to these will separate 
them, as well.” 
 
God asked, “These need to be clear cut cases so that the response is obvious and based on love 
for one’s neighbor.” 
 
“They are all based on love. I predict that these events will provide the opportunity for many to be 
saved and cross over the line to join the sheep, let’s just hope for their sake, they recognize the 
situation and respond by sharing your grace and consistent mercy.” 
 
God smiled. “I look forward to that, and when they do that, we will all celebrate. So where are we 
now? How will you lead those who still depend on you?” 
 
“I will listen to the prayers of all, guide those who truly seek answers and my word, and help them 
remain strong. They may become martyrs, or they may become heroes.  If they do become 
martyrs, their actions, like mine when I was killed, will raise the consciences of those who still 
have one and still seek my love. They will respond accordingly, and for this, they may also may 
be destroyed, but in their destruction, they will be saved.” 
 
God said, “That is a lot to ask of them.” 
 
“Yes, but if the merciless recognizes their sins, perhaps we can save even more when they 
repent.” God smiled, and his son continued.   
 
“Eventually, if this accursed group triumphs, the only ones left are the goats and wolves.  Easy 
selection process. The land will become one of destroyed desolation and fail to produce food or 
clean water. The accursed will become sick, and all that would have helped and shown them 
mercy would be gone. Their scapegoats would be gone. There will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth, yet few would admit their errors were what caused this devastation. However, from this 
mess, there will be my Word, writings, and records of my love, so few may arise to help others, 
find me again, and be saved, for there is always a chance for redemption.”  
“On the other hand, if my sheep triumph in the beginning, I will help them move mountains to 
create a kingdom of love, peace, and cooperation.  They will truly be a country where all are 
created and treated equally, and they share prosperity and peace.  No one will lose anything; they 
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will all have what they need, and the wolves will be quieted, and maybe saved. Then again, they 
may be destroyed by their own hands. You see, my sheep show love and mercy and can do no 
harm, but they can also create systems whereby the evil weed themselves out and go elsewhere.  
It is like the demons going into the swine and off a cliff. Without the powerful demagogues, this 
country will become a kingdom under Heaven, protected, loved, and guided to love God and love 
each other without judgment.  It will be part of the new Jerusalem.” 
 
God said, “I am hoping that they choose the path of love, peace, and cooperation. They will need 
to make sure they choose leaders that do the same. Yes, my son, either way, we triumph; for my 
sheep will be with me in my kingdom here in Heaven.”  
 
“Father, I would like to expand Heaven to the beautiful creation of Earth, and that time will come 
after all the accursed are gone. I will bring my sheep back, and our Kingdom will thrive. I just hope 
to save more of those who think they are my sheep. Others are wolves in sheep’s clothing, but 
they don’t know it. The side of the line they choose will show which is which.” 
 
God spoke, “It is a wise plan.  When you were on Earth, you eloquently expressed your 
expectations and helped my people focus their energies on my purposes.  Those who listened 
will be saved. You are letting them choose and judge themselves when they choose which side 
of the line they step.” 
 
An angel approached the throne of God and spoke.  “Oh Lord, we have had many prayers from 
the people of Earth asking you to show mercy on those who show no mercy. They are asking that 
you open their hearts and give them time to repent and change their ways. They are asking for a 
true leader because both seem so flawed. They are afraid. They quoted the verse saying that you 
will not allow any of your sheep to be lost. They are depending on your help.” 
 
The Son answered, “How interesting. Those who show mercy are praying for those who do not.  
You said that their prayers were not for vengeance and destruction, but for repentance and new 
life. I do love my people. I will grant an answer to this prayer. Here is what I will do then. First, I 
will briefly remove the blindness and deafness from those who show no mercy. I will give them 
my scriptures and how they apply to these times. I will share truth, and they will hear it and have 
time to reflect. Then they may choose. They are not to base their choices on either of the flawed 
leaders, they are to choose what these people say to discern which side has my blessing. If they 
choose mercy for the poor, prisoners, sick, and destitute, then they will keep their sight and 
hearing in my Spirit. If they do not, the blindness and deafness will return.” 
 
The Son paused and added, “I am still not willing to lose any, so if they choose not to return to 
me, I will need to be there for them when they call, and answer only the prayers they pray for 
mercy and goodness for others.They will see these prayers have been answered and perhaps 
realize that I will grant their requests whenever they petitions for those who hurt or betray them, 
and I will grant requests for themselves when they turn from their evil ways.  When they do, I will 
lift their blindness and deafness.” 
 
God asked, “Son, what if they don’t?” 
The Son responded, “If they do not, they will need to make a choice to be called one of my sheep 
or not. If they do, I will keep creating grace-filled opportunities to bring them back into the fold. If 
they deny me and denounce my teachings, then they have selected and were not truly ever a part 
of my flock.” 
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The angel asked, “Will there ever be a chance for them?” 
 
The Son answered, “My mercy and grace endure forever.  When they repent, show mercy, and 
return, we will celebrate and love them.”  This may take an eternity, but remember, ‘by this shall 
all men know you are my disciples, when you show love for one another. It is not religion they 
follow; it is the love that they share.” That is how I will find my sheep, and they will find me. If they 
are truly my sheep, they will find me, and I will find them.” 
 
He stopped and looked at his father and the angel, paused, and said, “In the meantime, dear 
angel, please visit those who are praying for the good of all to prevail, let them know that I am 
with them, and we must go through this process as I promised we would. Tell them I love them; 
comfort them with the knowledge that this division is essential for me to discern who remains in 
my flock; tell them to fear not, for I will not allow them to suffer long. if too many choose evil, they 
may suffer on Earth, but they are my sheep, and I will be with them always. They will help me 
rebuild my kingdom, and they will be with me forever.”   
 
 
Reflection: Conduct a self-evaluation using the readings from St. Augustine’s Prayer Book. 
 
Response: Read the prayers at the beginning, the descriptions of the Seven Deadly Sins, and 
prepare a list for confession.  
 

From St. Augustine’s Prayer Book 

Prayer: Think of yourself as God’s child, and of the wickedness of following Satan rather than your 
loving Father. Do not be in a hurry, and do not vex yourself because you cannot remember 
everything. Be honest with God and with yourself; this is all God asks of you. Do not fret about 
your sins. Remember, you are trying to recall them in order that you may be forgiven, not that you 
may be condemned, A broken and contrite heart, O Lord, shalt thou not despise.  

Before Self-examination: O Holy Spirit, Source of all light, Spirit of wisdom, of understanding 
and of knowledge, come to my assistance and enable me to make a good confession. Enlighten me, 
and help me now to know my sins as one day I shall be forced to recognize them before Your 
judgment seat. Bring to mind the evil which I have done and the good which I have neglected. 
Permit me not to be blinded by self-love. Grant me, moreover, heartfelt sorrow for my 
transgressions, knowing how deeply they have wounded the loving heart of my Heavenly Father; 
and help me to make a good confession that all stain of guilt may be washed away in the Precious 
Blood of my Saviour Jesus Christ. AMEN  

After Self-examination: O my God, how great are my sins! Would that I had never offended thee. 
If by carelessness or ignorance I have forgotten anything in my self-examination, show it to me now 
that I make a good confession. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
 
 


